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Introducing Mr John Cass 
 

Mr John Cass is a 40 year old factory worker.  He wants to save for his retirement.  He plans 

to retire at 65.  His annual salary is currently $50,000pa, and he is confident that his salary will 

increase by around 2.0% every year (in line with inflation) until he retires.  He currently has 

$20,000 in a small Defined Contribution pension scheme.  With the help of a professional 

financial planner he has been advised that he can only afford to contribute $5,000 to his pension 

pot every year until he retires.  The financial planner has told him that if his pension savings 

can accumulate to around $340,000 by the time he retires he should be able to buy an annuity 

(a pension income) that will give him an annual pension of approximately 25% of his salary in 

the final year at work.  Mr Cass believes that this pension, combined with another small pension 

that he will be entitled to from previous employment, will enable him to live a reasonably 

comfortable life in retirement. 

 

Mr Cass therefore needs an investment strategy that will generate the returns on his pension 

savings so that it accumulates to $340,000 by the time he retires in 25 years’ time.  Outside of 

his pension Mr Cass has no other savings or significant financial security. 

 

The financial planner also undertook an assessment of Mr Cass’ attitude to risk.  The results of 

this assessment can be found below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 


